
 

ESCAPE TO CREATE 
FALL WRITERS CONFERENCE 
SEASIDE, FLORIDA 
Wednesday, October 14 � Friday, October 16, 2009 
PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
The following schedule is subject to change without advance notice. 
 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 
3 � 5 pm  
4 � 5  pm * 
 

Registration 
Readings and book signings   
Musical Performance 

Sundog Books � Seaside, FL 
Magee, White, Belieu, Orloff, Morris,  
Hammet 

5 � 7 pm Welcome Reception 
Light hors d’oeuvres/ Cash Bar 

Great Southern CafØ � Seaside, FL 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 
8:30 � 9:00 am. Continental breakfast/ Registration   
9:00 � 9:30 am Welcome  

Introduction of Authors 
Conference Overview 

Karen Holland  
Belieu, Magee, Morris Hammet, Orloff, White 
David Magee 

9:30 � 10:45am Readings and Memoirs Writing Neil Wh ite   
 Break   
11:00 � 12:15 Readings  Nonfiction writing  David M agee 
12:15 � 1:30 pm Lunch on your own  
1:30 � 2:30 pm The Seaside REP Reads Orloff Orloff Play 
2:45 � 3:45 pm From First Draft to Performance:  

Developing a Play 
Rich Orloff 

4:00 � 6:00 pm Reception 
Light hors d’oeuvres/ Cash Bar 

Bud and Alleys Pizza Bar , Seaside, FL 

7:30 � 9:00 pm ** Seaside REP Theatre  
Harold Pinter�s The Homecoming    

Seaside Meeting Hall, Seaside, FL 

Friday, October 16, 2009 
8:30 � 9:00 a.m. Continental breakfast  
9:00 � 9:30 am Poetry Readings  Erin Belieu   
9:45 � 11:00   How to Get Published  David Magee, N eil White  
11:15- Noon  
 

Panel Discussion on the  
Art and realities of Writer  

Belieu, Magee, Hammet, Morris, Orloff, White  

Noon � 1:15 pm Lunch on your own      
1:15 � 2:00 pm Musical composition, songwriting 

and theater collaborations  
Melanie Hammet and Rich Orloff  

2:00 � 3:15 pm Fiction Reading and discussion  Scot t Morris 
3:30  - 5 pm * Book signing 

Musical Performance 
Sundog Books, Seaside, FL 
Hammet, Orloff, Magee, Morris, Belieu 

Unless otherwise indicated, sessions will be held at a private Seaside residence. 
 

*    Free and Open to the Public                           
**   Optional �$15 discounted tickets available 
 
Registration Fee before 9/30/09 -- $125   Contact:   Malayne DeMars at 850-534-0000 
Registration Fee after 9/30/09 - $150      escapetocreate@gmail.com 
Checks paid payable to Escape to Create should be mailed to PO Box 4725, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459 
 
Book your exclusive conference package with Seaside Cottage Rental Agency 866-975-2025 www.cottagerentalagency.com 
Special rate for conference attendees, along with some great perks!  Call soon to reserve your cottage to take advantage 
of this exceptional rate.   
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NEIL WHITE has been a newspaper editor, magazine publisher, advertising executive and 
federal prisoner. He lives in Oxford, Mississippi, where he operates a small publishing company, 
writes plays and essays, and teaches memoir writing.  
 
His memoir, In the Sanctuary of Outcasts (Morrow/HarperCollins), about the year he lived with 
the last victims of leprosy in the continental United States, was released in June of 2009.  
 
The book was described by Publisher’s Weekly as “Brisk, ironic, perceptive . . . White’s 
introspective memoir puts a magnifying glass to a flawed life, revealing that all of life is to be 
savored and respected.” Pulitzer Prize winner Robert Olen Butler added, “At once surreal and 
grittily naturalistic, funny and poignant, White’s tale is fascinating and full of universal resonance.” 

 
In the Sanctuary of Outcasts was an Indie NEXT Great Reads Selection, It has spent every week since its launch on the 
Southern Independent Bookseller Alliance (SIBA) Bestseller List, and Barnes & Noble selected the memoir for its Fall, 2009 
“Discover Great New Writers” program. 
�
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DAVID MAGEE  is an award-winning columnist and the non-fiction author of eight books, 

including The South is Round and How Toyota Became #1.   www.david-magee.com 
 
His previous books including MoonPie, called "essential reading" by Library Journal, and 
Turnaround, about the remarkable leadership of Nissan CEO Carlos Ghosn, is published in 
seven languages and has sold almost 100,000 copies worldwide.  

His most recent book, The Education of Mr. Mayfield was completed during his 2009 residency 
with Escape to Create in Seaside, Florida.  Also, the co-owner of Chattanooga's largest 
independent bookstore Rock Point Books and the founder of Jefferson Press, a niche publisher 
distributed nationally by Independent Publishers Group,   

A former newspaper editor, columnist, freelance writer, business owner and small town politician (he became the youngest ever 
elected member of the city council in Oxford, Mississippi in 1996), Magee was named one of Mississippi's top business leaders 
under the age of 40 in 1998. He decided on a leap of faith in 1999 to write full-time, a move he has never regretted. His work has 
been featured in dozens of national and international publications including the Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, the 
Boston Globe, the Orlando Sentinel and Kiplinger's Personal Finance and he has been a guest on Bloomberg TV, the Discovery 
Channel, the BBC and Mississippi Public Television.  

�

 
ERIN BELIEU  is the author of three poetry collections, all from Copper Canyon Press: 
Infanta (1995), which was selected for the National Poetry Series and chosen as one of the 
best books of the year by The Washington Post Book World and Library Journal; One Above & 
One Below (2001), winner of the Midland Authors Prize and the Ohioana Prize, and her recent 
collection, Black Box, which was a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize. Belieu's 
poems have appeared in many places, including The New York Times, The Atlantic Monthly, 
Slate, Virginia Quarterly Review and Tin House. She also publishes prose essays on a variety 
of subjects and has worked as an editor for a number of literary magazines.  
 
Belieu is currently the director of the Creative Writing Program at Florida State University. 


